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Letters to the Editors 





Survivors of Earlier Conventions Meet 





Men and Definite Goals 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

At a fellowship dinner held on Friday 
evening November 4th, in Atlanta, during 
the Presbyterian Men’s Convention, a 
group from among those now living who 
had composed the Laymen’s Missionary 
Movement in the years, 1908-1923, with 
some ministers and laymen who had been 
interested in the work and its results met 
and heard some reports of those days. 

Among these results was the “Luebo 
Club” of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Chattanooga, which is one of the oldest 
men’s clubs in continuous existence, and 
which grew out of the Chattanooga Con- 
vention. It has had monthly meetings 
ever since, and hears regularly from its 
missionaries on the foreign fields sup- 
ported by the club. ° 

Another notable result is the work o 
the Men’s Missionary Group of the Pres- 
byterian Church, Petersburg, Virginia, 
which under the leadership of Mr, Robert 
M. Friend has sent $93,843.67 since its be- 
ginning to the Foreign Mission Work of 
our church. 

Other reports of conventions held by the 
Laymen’s Missionary Movement reminded 
the group of volunteers sent out to the 
flelds and churches awakened to greater 
activity in various departments of the 
Lord’s work. 

These and other reports demonstrate 
that where Men’s clubs and Bible classes 
have a definite goal, the blessing of the 
Lord is upon their efforts and on the whole 
work of the church. 

The consensus of opinion from these re- 
ports was that the “Men of the Church,” 
adult Bible classes, and men’s groups 
should accept a DEFINITE goal, and one 
to which they could respond and each have 
a part in leading every unbeliever to 
Christ as Savior, and every believer to an 
increasing knowledge of and participation 
in the worldwide work of the church; and 
thus to bring back the Lord Jesus to make 
the blessed hope a reality. 

SURVIVORS of the Laymen’s 
Missionary Movement, Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. 


Home for Aged in Virginia 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

The committee appointed by the Synod 
of Virginia, at its meeting in September, 
to proceed to the raising of not less than 
$150,000 for the proposed new Presbyterian 
Home for Aged Men and Women has begun 
its work with a great deal of encourage- 
ment. Plans have been made to bring this 
great need to the attention of all the 
churches within the next few weeks. 

The Synodical in session recently in 
Roanoke promised full cooperation in the 
campaign. Here is the official statement 
of Mrs. Paul K. Buckles, President of the 
Virginia Synodical, dated September 25, 
1949: “You will be interested to know that 
the Women of the Virginia Synodical re- 
ceived your overtures most enthustically, 
and voted to contribute for the next three 
years the money from the ‘Blessing Boxes’ 
to the home for the aged.” This was the 
response of the women to the overture of 
the Synod. 

The personnel of this committee is as 
follows: Rev. T. C. Bales, Clifton Forge, 
Virginia; Rev. Dunbar H. Odgen, Jr., 
Staunton, Virginia, Mrs. Donald W. Rich- 
ardson, Richmond, Virginia; Mr. N. B. 
Etheridge, Norfolk, Virginia; and Mr. F. 
W. Robinson, Herndon, Virginia. Mrs. 
Paul K. Buckles, Newport News, Virginia, 


has been named an advisory member, and 

Mr. Ralph O. Artz, Clifton Forge, Virginia, 

as the treasurer. T. C. BALES. 
Clifton Forge, Va. 


‘‘Reformed’’ Architecture 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 
Georgia Presbyterians 
about church architecture. 

After the reading of the following re- 
quest by a member of the Religious Edu- 
cation Committee on the floor of the Synod 
of Georgia: 

“That the Education Board be instructed 
to prepare and distribute literature on the 
Reformed Church Architecture with the 
pulpit in the center and the communion 
table on the floor level with the congre- 
gation, thus calling attention to the fact 
that our altar is in Heaven and that we 
desire to keep the Second Commandment.” 

As a result the Synod of Georgia over- 
tured the General Assembly: 

“To have its committee prepare a state- 
ment setting out clearly the symbolism 
both of the traditional Presbyterian archi- 
tecture and of the architecture emphasiz- 
ing the chancel together with the signifi- 
cance of both.” 


are concerned 


Gentlemen: 

You may use any and all of this. As 
for me, my motto is: “The open Bible in 
the center of every Presbyterian Church 
during 1950." So many are misled by the 
fact we are using old Roman Churches in 
Scotland, T. SHEP CLARK. 

Augusta, Ga. 

P. S. We have 22,000 elders and 3,000 
ministers to get this done. 


Missouri Resolution 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

The following resolution was adupted 
by the Synod of Missouri at its meeting 
on October 18 to 20, 1949, which was held 
at the School of the Ozarks, Point Look- 
out, Mo. 

That the Synod make known that it 
thoroughly and positively approves of the 
view of the Bible as maintained in our 
church Confession and statements; that it 
disapproves of any picture of our church 
which in any wise denies or belittles the 
historicity of the Bible; and that it send 
this announcement to The Christian Cen- 
tury and to the magazines which are 
issued within the bounds of the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S. 

WILLIAM T. MAGILL, Stated Clerk. 


Seven Months’ Receipts 
Reported by Agencies 

Benevolences reported by the Assem- 
bly’s agencies up to October 31, for 
seven months of church year, were: 

Christian Education and Ministerial 
Relief (Louisville), $119,696; increase, 
$11,456. 

Assembly’s Training School (Rich- 
mond), $39,730; increase, $9,144. 

World Missions (Nashville), $479.- 
941; increase, $6,676. Program of 
Progress, $125,407. 

Assembly’s Home Missions (Atlanta), 
$204,272; increase, $7,217. 

Religious Education and Publication 
(Richmond), $83,958; decrease, $16,- 
625. 

Negro Work (Atlanta), $47,216; in- 
crease, $2,325. 


MEMORIAL 





ELI FAIRLEY MURRAY 

The following resolutions were prepared 
pursuant to action of the Session of Laurel 
Hill Presbyterian Church, Laurinburg, 
North Carolina, on October 30, 1949. 

Whereas, in the providence of Almighty 
God, it has pleased him to call home, on 
October 29, 1949, our dearly beloved friend 


and co-worker in Christ, Eli Fairley 
Murray; and 
Whereas, we who remain, while our 


hearts are deeply wounded, are not sor- 
rowing as those who have no hope, for our 
God added grace unto grace when he 
crowned his work of life long favor to his 
servant with a most joyous testimony of 
abundant entrance into the heavenly home, 
Eli Fairley Murray was a Christian gentle- 
man. That is the word. He was a lover 
of his fellows, caring for the souls of men, 
a companion of greatest charm, and lived 
and fought for what he believed was the 
truth, in Christian spirit. He was ordained 
an elder in Montpelier Presbyterian 
Church in 1907 and served well for many 
years, then moving to Milton Presbyterian 
Church was chosen an elder and also 
served well and faithfully, then in 1924 
he became an elder in Laurel Hill Pres- 
byterian Church, which office he held at 
his death. He was a good presbyter, and 
was twice a delegate to the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
In his passing, not only Laurel Hill 
Church, but the presbytery, and the entire 
church has lost a man of spiritual vision 
and a true Christian leader. We of Laurel 
Hill Church have lost a spiritual figure, 
a true friend, and a mind and heart which 
stimulated our church to activity for God. 
He was an excellent Bible teacher, teach- 
ing from his personal knowledge and ex- 
perience of God, and of his Word. We 
have lost a man whom our times can ill 
spare, a man of convictions, and a man 
whose very presence, in the community, 
and in the church, raised his fellowmen 
above the commonplace, to that which was 
right, just and good in God’s sight. His 
life can well be summed up in the words 
of our Savior, “Well done, thou good and 
faithful servant, enter thou into the joy 
of thy Lord.” 

Whereas, we gratefully acknowledge his 
loyalty, love and service, his regular at- 
tendance, and support of the church in 
every way, with his whole life; time, 
talents, and possessions; therefore, be it 
resolved; That the members of Laurel Hill 
Presbyterian Church, express their ex- 
treme sorrow and sense of deep loss, and 
join in extending sincere sympathy to Mrs. 
Murray and her sons and daughters. 

Be it further resolved; That this reso- 
lution be spread upon the Session Minutes, 
and read in a morning worship service; 
that a copy be sent to Mrs. Murray; and 
that a copy be sent to the Laurinburg 
‘Exchange, and to the various church 
papers for publication. 

The Resolutions Committee: W. Knight 
Thompson, Pastor; J. A. McMillan, Clerk 
of the Session; H. F. Monroe, Eliza P. 
Shaw. 





Presbyterian Junior Coleg | 


Standard two-year college courses 
leading to A. A. or A. S. degree. Pre- 
paratory courses for tenth, eleventh, 
and twelfth grades. Business Admin- 
istration . One and two year commer- 


cial courses. Flying, Athletics. 
Thorough Instruction. Personal At- 
tention. Summer School, 


Box B-8, Maxton, North Carolina 
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County Seat Churches Too Smug 


Town and Country Ministers Urged Not to Be Complacent 


Lincoln, Neb. (RNS)—Churches lo- 
cated in country seats were urged to 
throw off their ‘“graveclothes of respect- 
ability and and smug comfort” »y Rock- 
well Smith, professor of rura! sociology 
at Garrett Biblical Institute, Evanston, 
me 

l'y Smith addressed 70” rural clergy- 
men and mission exezutives attending 
the sixth annual National Convocation 
on The Church in Town and Country 
here. The gathering was sponsored by 
the Federal Council of Churches, the 
Home Missions Council of North 
America, and the International Council 
of Religious Education. 

Characterizing congregations in 
county seat churches as ‘‘too often com- 
placent, smug and settled,’’ Dr. Smith 
added: 

“Their typical attitude toward change 
is to repudiate it and to oppose it in 
every possible way. They need to be 
reminded of the gospel that makes all 
things new, not simply because their 
position of leadership in the community 
enables them to block progress, but for 
their souls’ sake.”’ 


Class Lines Are Scored 


Dr. Smith scored ‘‘class lines’? within 
county seats and warned that only the 
church with “fittle consciousness either 
of its existence or its incompatibility 
with the gospel” conducts its work with- 
in such class structure. 

“"n the county seat,” he added, ‘‘the 
farm cooperative has its headquarters; 
there the local unions have their halls; 
there all the government and social and 
recreational agencies have their facili- 
ties and their offices. 

“Tf the standards which these insti- 
tutions and agencies see in the church 
are standards of prestige and power; 
if the church becomes the agency 
through which the class structure of the 
community comes to its final and de- 
finitive expression; and if, through 
church membership, the niceties of class 
distinction are symbolized, then we must 
1ot be surprised if this same class sys- 
tem comes to fruition in the Farm Bu- 
reau of the C. I. O., in the Masonic 
Lodge or the Garden Clubs.” 

Rural clergymen were called upon to 
overcome an “inferiority complex’? and 
realize that they are the “best trained 
and equipped clergymen in the history 
of the nation.” 

This advice was given by Elliott 


Fisher, of New York, associate secre- 
tary of the home missions division of 
The Methodist Church. 

“Working with all the forces of the 
community and facing all of the eco- 
nomic and social problems of rural life, 
the rural minister is building—slowly, 
but surely—the Kingdom of God in the 
countryside,” Dr. Fisher said. 

“T have seen them,’ he said, “take 
water, soil, and men—spiritualize these 
forces—and, from them, develop Chris- 
tian communities. This is evangelism 
with a purpose: cooperating communi- 
ties with the Cross at the center!” 


Religion Gives New Stability 


A representative of the U. S. Dept. 
of Agriculture, Dr. Douglas Ensminger, 
of Washington, D. C., told the gather- 
ing that “religion has given rural com- 
munity life stability and direction.” 

He urged the church to keep pace 
with the ‘rapid changes”’ in rural life, 
warning that failure in this direction 
would lose the Church a ‘‘dominant role 
of leadership in the community.” 

In analyzing the most ‘“effective’’ 
communities for the development of 
church life, Dr. Ensminger said that 


research showed the ‘‘intermediate sized 
town, ranging in population from 400 to 
3,500, came near to integrating people 
in church and community life than do 
either large or small trade centers.” 


GRANT TO COLLEGE OF OZARKS 
IS BEING CHALLENGED 


Little Rock, Ark. (RNS)—Constitu- 
tionality of a 1949 state law appropri- 
ating funds to the School of Pharmacy 
at the College of the Ozarks, a Pres- 
byterian institution, will be determined 
by the Arkansas Supreme Court. 

Meanwhile, state fiscal officers were 
ordered not to pay out any funds to 
the pharmacy school. 

After hearing officials of the state 
and the college testify as to the need 
and value of the school, Pulaski County 
Chancellor Frank Dodge ruled there was 
sufficient doubt of the validity of the 
measure to make it advisable to let 
the high state court examine the ques- 
tion. 

F. B. Garrett, a Little Rock taxpayer, 
attacked the law in a suit contending 
that it violates a state constitutional 
provision against grants of state meney 
to denominaional institutions. 

The act involved provided $50,000 a 
year for the next two years to help 
the school of Pharmacy——the only one 
in the state—maintain a national ac- 
creditation. 


Priest Replies to Memphis Talk 


Insists That Catholics Do Not Believe Protestants Doomed to Hell 


Memphis, Tenn. (RNS)—Criticism of 
Roman Catholicism voiced by a Pres- 
byterian clergyman in a Reformation 
Day address brought a rejoinder here 
from John A. Elliott, assistant pastor 
of Blessed Sacrament Roman Catholic 
church. 


Father Elliott said Walter R. Courte- 
nay, pastor of the First Presbyterian 
church, Nashville, was ‘‘woefully igno- 
rant” or ‘‘intentionally malicious’? when 
he declared that Catholics believe Prot- 
estants ‘‘are doomed to hell.” 


“Surely,” the priest said, ‘‘he can- 
not be ignorant of the recent incident 
in Boston, when four professors were 
dismissed from Boston College (a Catho- 
lic institution) because they insisted 
upon teaching such doctrine.”’ 

“It is implied,’ Father Elliott con- 
tinued, “that only Protestantism can 
save America from Communism. Per- 
haps the speaker did not want his audi- 
ence to remember that in all the early 
American colonies, only Catholic Mary- 


land allowed freedom of religion. Asa 
result of this freedom, Maryland was 
soon overrun by Protestants, who im- 
mediately passed anti-Catholic laws.” 


“Honors and Respects” 


Father Elliott said that Catholicism 
“honors and respects, though it may 
not agree with, those Protestants who 
bend their energies toward the construc- 
tion of a positive service of God.” 

“Catholicism,” he added, ‘‘will not 
admit that such people have the true 
doctrine of Jesus Christ, but it admires 
their integrity. Catholicism teaches 
that all whose belief is sincere and 
honest and whose service to God is 
wholeheartedly will be saved, not because 
they are free to accept error, but be- 
cause in spite of the error, they are 
giving God the best they have accord- 
ing to the best knowledge they can 
acquire. 10d can make an allowance 
for an honest mistake of the mind, but 
He cannot forgive a mistake of the 
heart.” 








Minneapolis Meeting Stresses 


Need of Religion 


MERICAN CHURCHMEN are more 
and more insisting that religion 
have a place in state universities 

and colleges. Their contention is that 
true education needs strong moral and 
religious as well as cultural and sci- 
entific foundations. 

The strength of this conviction was 
evidenced among religious leaders who 
took part in the national conference on 
religion in state universities held in 
Minneapolis under the auspices of the 
University of Minnesota. 


Wide Representation 


First of its kind sponsored by a state 
university, the conference was attended 
by Protestant, Roman Catholic and 
Jewish educators and churchmen repre- 
senting 25 educational institutions and 
15 major religious denominations. 

Although not in complete agreement 
on all points, the delegates were fen- 
erally of the opinion that no public cen- 
ter of higher education should be di- 
vorced from what was described as ‘‘the 
basic insights of human_ experience 
which religion alone is able to afford.” 

The issue of religion in public ele- 
mentary and secondary schools has 
evoked a great deal of discussion pro 
and con in the past few years, but com- 
paratively little attention appears to 
have been focused on the role of re- 
ligion in the higher schools. 

One of the churchmen at Minne- 
apolis—Samuel McCrea Cavert, general 
secretary of the Federal Council of 
Churches—said the fear that religion 
might involve controversial matters and 
divisive factors has led some modern 
universities to pursue ‘‘a policy of neu- 
trality and irresponsibility” in regard 
to religion. 

He admonished, however, that even 
tax-supported institutions must take re- 
ligion seriously as a constructive force 
in human life and “provide an atmos- 
phere friendly to religion.” 





Sees Basic Responsibility 


Dr. Cavert was supported by Edward 
Puncan, of the National Catholic Wel- 
fare Conference, who declared that tax- 
supported universities, while eschewing 
the role of religious propagandists or 
arbitrators of religious differences, are 
“conveniently enabled to fulfill what is 
acknowledged to be part of the basic 
responsibility of the public schools— 
the impelling of students toward the 
achievement of a faith.” 

This meant, in other words, that 
while it is no part of the public uni- 
versities’ business to promote any par- 
ticular school of religious dogma, they 
have a valid responsibility to promote 
spiritual faith and sound moral living. 

Another speaker was Rabbi Albert G. 
Minda, Temple Israel, Minneapolis, who 


4 


in Colleges 


said he favored religious courses in the 
universities, but urged that such courses 
‘must be objectively presented, without 
indoctrination.”’ 

From a Catholic layman—George N. 
Shuster, president of Hunter College, a 
municipal college for women in New 
York City, came the argument: instruc- 
tion in religion should be given in the 
state universities because it is impos- 
sible to gain insight into the nature of 
the ‘“‘secular religion’’ of Communism 
unless one sees that it is “the outcome 
of a revolt against the Judeo-Christian 
faith.” 


Credit Is Now Given 


It was revealed at the Minneapolis 
conference that as many as 60 per cent 
of the 100-plus state universities and 
land-grant colleges in the United States 
now offer instruction in religion on an 
academic credit basis. 

The disclosure was made by Clarence 
P. Shedd, professor at the Yale Divinity 
School, New Haven, Conn., an authority 
in the field, who cited the figure in 
support of his contention that ‘public 
higher education has never been as com- 
pletely divorced from religion as pri- 
mary and secondary education.” 

“It seems,”’ said Dr. Shedd, ‘‘that the 
American people have been unwilling 
to permit a complete separation of re- 
ligion and education in the publicly- 
controlled universities as they have 
thought to be good and necessary in 
the primary and secondary schools.” 


Recent Developments 


several recent developments have un- 
derscored the increasing interest in re- 
ligion shown by the state universities. 

Coinciding with the holding of the 
Minneapolis conference was the an- 
nouncement that several alternative 
plans for the establishment of religion 
courses, with credit, at the University 
of Wisconsin, have been submitted to 
the university officials by a _ student- 
faculty committee of the University Re- 
ligious Council. 

Officials of the University of California 
have relaxed a five-year-old rule barring 
the use of lecture halls and other facili- 
ties by off-campus speakers on religious 
and other public problems. Reason for 
the decision: to help promote the in- 
tellectual development of students and 
prepare them for intelligent partici- 
pation in society. 


‘Almost Revolutionary Development” 


According to a speaker at the last 
annual meeting of the National Lutheran 
Council, the growing awareness of the 
need for spiritual resources on the 
campuses of colleges and universities 
throughout the United States makes an 


“almost revolutionary development” in 
the American educational world. 

The speaker was Morris Wee, execu- 
tive secretary of the Council’s Division 
of Student Service, who pointed out that 
many state universities which pre- 
viously did not permit religious instruc- 
tion in the regular curriculum are not 
only establishing departments of re- 
ligion but securing full-time college 
chaplains to minister to the spiritual 
needs of students, 

Hailing the change as ‘‘one of the 
most significant developments in the 
last 30 years,’’ Dr. Wee declared that 
the educational forces of America “are 
awakening to the fact that democracy 
und the American way of life can be 
maintained only by adding moral guid- 
ance to technical skills.” 

He added that ‘the fact that the 
state-supported educational institutions 
are accepting a responsibility for a 
moral and spiritual element in educa- 
tion is one of the most hopeful and im- 
portant developments in the postwar 
period.’’—RNS. 


Name of Missions 
Board Is Broadened 


New York (RNS)—The Board of 
Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. A. will be known 
by a new name—Foreign Missions and 
Overseas Interchurch Service—it was 
announced here by the church’s depart- 
ment of literature and publications. 

The original title, in use since the 
establishment of the board in 1837, will 
be retained, however, for legal purposes. 

According to the department’s an- 
nouncement, the enlarging function of 
the board implied by the new name 
arises “from the continuing need for 
the board to share in the life and work 
of the European churches and from the 
rise of the younger churches, particu- 
larly in Asia and Latin America.” 


1,170 Missionaries 


A new department booklet discloses 
that, as of January 1, 1949, there were 
1,170 Presbyterian missionaries and in- 
terchurch service representatives work- 
ing in thirty countries. 

During the 112 years of the Board’s 
existence 5,430 missionaries have gone 
into the field. . 


N. Y. Avenue Pastor Called 
As Marshall Successor 


George M. Docherty, Aberdeen, Scot- 
land, has been called to the pastorate of 
Washington’s New York Avenue Pres- 
byterian church where the late Peter 
Marshall was minister. News releases 
said the minister is termed a “left 
winger and a pacifist’”’ by some and that 
on October 19 the congregation refused 
to call him but later reconsidered and 
voted to reverse the action ‘‘because of 
Docherty’s excellent reputation as a 
preacher.”’ 
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The Moral Basis for a Guided Life 


“I being in the way, the Lord led me.” — 
Genesis 24:27 


uncertainty have we wished that 

some trusted friend would tell us 
what to do. What turn to take in busi- 
ness? Where to go to college? How to 
deal with our growing children? Whom 
to marry? What to preach about? 
What to do with our money? A thou- 
sand and one things come up that re- 
quire decisions. And how we wish that 
somebody whom we could trust would 
tell us what to do. Even more do we 
long for a flash of inspiration, for the 
assurance of a super-natural wisdom, 
or for some strong spiritual impulse 
that lifts us above our confusion, to be 
able to say: “I being in the way, the 
Lord led me.’’ 


H:: MANY TIMES in moments of 


Abraham’s Servant Was Led 


This verse is from the story of Abra- 
ham’s search for a wife for his son, 
Isaac. He was sure the Lord would 
guide him in this search and he had 
one deep moral conviction to go on: It 
was right to choose a girl from among 
his own people. At least he and his 
chief servant were dead-sure of that. 
The first part of the plan was therefore 
plain, the road to Mesopotamia! And 
once the chief servant took this road, 
he found that ‘‘the angel of the Lord”’ 
was his companion! Even before Re- 
bekah said ‘“‘Yes,’’ the faithful servant 
put the experience in these impressive 
words: ‘I being in the way, the Lord 
led me.” ‘‘Being in the way” is doing 
what one already knows is right. ‘‘The 
Lord led me’’ is the presence and super- 
vision of the Lord himself. 

First, the plain path of duty. Then 
the plainer path of inspiration. 

Four simple experiences on my way 
home from Canada recently heightened 
this principle of guidance. The first 
came from the study of a road map and 
the choice of a highway from Buffalo to 
within sight of the hills of our beloved 
Virginia. It is not easy to choose a 
route south from Buffalo. The great 
highways run east and west across New 
York State and Pennsylvania. It is 
easier to plan a drive from New York 
city to Cleveland, or from Harris- 
burg to Pittsburgh. But we finally se- 
lected Route 231. It ran through wind- 
ing valleys and rolling hills. It mean- 
dered through the narrow, congested 
towns of Hamburg, Springville, Brad- 
ford, Kane, Dubois, Ebensburg. But 
the way was made very simple and we 
had only to watch for sign 231. 


Move in the Moral “Way” 


One’s life can be that simple. Once 
you make up your mind to go God’s 
way, you then have to watch only for 
the proper sign. In his highway the 
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sign is always moral. Instead of the 
neat litle metal shields on which the 
friendly 231 appeared at every inter- 
section, you look for the graceful double 
shield of stone on which were carved 
the Ten Words of the Law. One might 
even suggest for God’s highway the 
number 10. It winds steadily in the 
right direction. 

The point is clear. If you would be 
led of God in knowing which turn to 
take in business, how to deal with 
growing children, where to go to col- 
liege or whether to go at all, whom to 
marry, what to do with your money— 
if you would be led of God in all the 
details of your life, then be sure you 
are moving in the moral ‘‘way’”! That 
is the basis of the guided life. It is 
moral obedience on the one hand; it is 
spiritual inspiration on the other. 

Certainly, along highway 231 there 
was much to be decided in addition to 
merely staying on the right road. Like 
Abraham’s servant we had many deci- 
sions to make. He used his imagina- 
tion, his common sense, and his eye for 
beauty and quality. He’ considered 
every situation. He prayed. We too 
had many things to decide; the speed 
of the car, 30, 40, 50. We had to de- 
cide when to pass ahead of other cars, 
when to stop for lunch, where to spend 
the night. One must make inspired de- 
cisions every day. But the basic matter 
is whether you are travelling on the 
right road. 


Look at God’s highway No. 10. 


Is God first in your life? Do you 
yield to any modern form of idolatry? 
Do you blaspheme the names of God 
and Jesus? How do you spend the Sab- 
bath day? De you love and obey your 


parents? Does anger fill your heart 
with murder? Are you stainlessly pure? 
Do you steal legally, illegally, or at all? 
Do you shade the truth, especially about 
people? Is the coveteousness and lust 
of a selfish heart your real trouble? 
Have you ever tried honestly to be ab- 
solutely pure; to love everybody? 


First, Do the Right Thing 


Have you ever really chosen this 
route? The Bible is consistent on this 
point. ‘‘He leadeth me’’—not in paths 
of wickedness but ‘‘in paths of righte- 
ousness.’’ If I commit my “way” unto 
the Lord and trust in him, then he 
promises to “‘bring it to pass.” If in 
all “‘my ways” I acknowledge him, he 
will then ‘‘direct’’ my ‘‘paths.”’ 

All through the Holy Scriptures the 
‘‘moral”’ and the “spiritual’’ run_ to- 
gether. You do what you know is right 
and God supplies superior wisdom for 
what else is right. Obey God and your 
mind becomes clear! Base your life 
on the Sermon on the Mount and find 
the Holy Spirit a daily companion. You 
will learn more and more that the 
guided life begins with moral stand- 
ards. Here is our one great hope. Any 
person can thus know with certainty 
the first steps he needs to take. Let 
him quietly look at the map and make 
the great decision! 


Turn Around and Go Back 


But there is always the possibility of 
getting off the road you choose. At 
one point on our trip from Buffalo that 
happened to us through carelessness. 
It was at Dubois, Pennsylvania. I was 
driving and turned left because at the 
very narrow and congested intersection 
of two or three other highways I was 
not watchful. It was sometime before 
I sensed my mistake. Sign 231 was no- 
where in sight. I kept driving and hop- 








HIS MONTH’S preacher from The Outlook Pulpit is minister of the 12- 
year-old St. Giles church, Richmond, Va. 
nearby theatre for preaching services, has had its own educational build- 

ing for several years and shortly will have its completed sanctuary. Dr. Belk 
has, for some years, been a leader in the Moral Rearmament Movement (so- 
called Oxford Group). He was born in Chatham, Va. His father was George 
W. Belk, a Presbyterian, US, minister for forty years. He is a graduate of the 
University of South Carolina and Columbia Seminary. During World War I 
he served as a Battery Commander, fourteen months in France. His pastorates 
have included: Piedmont, S. C., 1920-23; Clover, S. C., 1923-24; First, Orlando, 
Fla., 1925-29; First, Huntington, W. Va., 1929-33; Grace Covenant, Richmond, 
Va., 1933-37, and St. Giles since that time. He is the author of a popular book, 
“Our Fighting Faith,’”’ and has been active in church and civic affairs in his 
city, recently president of the city ministers’ union and chairman of the Rich- 
mond Preaching Mission. Recently when a Roman Catholic church started its 
new building nearby, the St. Giles Session wrote a friendly note of welcome, 
observed that the Catholics would use the same theatre for their Sunday morn. 
ing services, and offered the use of the St. Giles organ. The Catholic priest re- 
plied in kind, saying that he was ‘‘deeply touched by the warmth” of the greet- 
ing and added that it was “no more than I might have expected from such a 
fine Christian group.” 


This congregation, using a 














ing. But finally I had to stop. I was 
not willing at first to acknowledge to 
my wife that I was wrong. I studied 
the map diligently to see if there was 
any round-about way I could follow and 
work my way back to 231 without ad- 
mitting I was wrong. There was no 
such way. I was forced to humbly ad- 
mit my mistake, and turn around and 
go back. This is, for most men, an 
especially humiliating thing to do with 
one’s wife. 

In many sections, where there are 
closely woven networks of roads, a man 
might secretly maneuver himself back 
on the right highway without anyone 
apparently knowing it. But he can’t 
do it on God’s highway. He might 
think he can. But when he wants some- 
thing more than just the “moral way,” 
in «ther words, when he wants the inti- 
mate, personal guidance of God, the 
Lord seems to press this point with ir- 
ritating insistence. Sooner or later a 
man must go back to the point where 
he missed the road. 


Humility Is Demanded 


Nothing can take the place of hu- 
mility in a guided life. Without it 
sometimes God stops talking to us at 
all. <A proud person, unwilling to ad- 
mit mistakes, simply has to live grimly 
by the law. He foregoes the stimulat- 
ing and joyful experience of the Spirit. 
That is why we have the Pharisees. Of- 
ten, inwardly, they miss the cleansing, 
healing experience of true repentance. 

For most of us, however, it is not 

just carelessness that gets us off the 
right road. The simple highway of duty 
is always crossing broad turnpikes, and 
we are tempted constantly to turn de- 
liberately into them. We often desert 
our moral “231,” and head for some 
“Pittsburzgh” or ‘Harrisburg.’ It is 
no reflection on these great cities that 
lie at either end of our fastest turnpike. 
But is there any more alluring ‘broad 
way” in America? What seems in con- 
trast merely a secondary and “narrow 
way” cuts right across this wide and 
open speedway. Men know what I mean 
by this figure of speech, ‘‘There is a 
way that seemeth right unto a man, but 
the end thereof are the ways of death.” 
It is known, conscious, deliberate sin 
that is our trouble. It is dishonesty or 
impurity or hate that lures us from the 
plain road of moral obedience. The 
guidance of God is not on that road. 
3ut one word does reverberate in the 
souls of men who travel it. And that is 
the clear word of Jesus Christ: ‘Re- 
pent!” The multitudes go on down the 
way that leadeth to destruction. Mil- 
ilons refuse to turn about and go back 
to the place where they made the wrong 
decision. The way of the cross leads 
home! 


Can God Guide Every Man? 


For many people the guidance of God 
is difficult to accept because of a com- 
mon form of atheism. That is to say, 
they doubt God’s ability to look after so 
many persons. He can be more easily 


conceived dealing with nations or 
groups. But when one sees the milling 
multitudes, that staggers faith. Can 
God guide every living man, woman, 
and child with intimate, accurate in- 
formation concerning every single de- 
tail of their lives? That is what our 
world needs to know. 

The difficulty in answering that im- 
portant question with a positive ‘‘yes” 
lies in our inadequate conception of 
30d. Someone has suggested that for 
many people God is like the old woman 
who lived ina shoe. ‘She had so many 
children she didn’t know what to do.” 
Parents with large families do not feel 
the difficulty so acutely as others. The 
paternal heart enlarges with every ad- 
ditional child. But God has two thou- 
sand millions who ought to be in his 


family! Even Uncle Sam has 145,000,- 
000! Faith cringes before’ these 
throngs! Just at this point I had a 


third experience this summer! 
Still on the friendly highway No. 231 
we were driving through the mountain- 


ous section of Pennsylvania. It was a 
long, lonely stretch of road. We 
stopped to fix a bite of food. Not far 


from where we stopped we noticed a 
very elderly woman standing beside a 
country RFD mail box. She had ap- 
peared from almost nowhere. Certainly 
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T SEEMS more difficult to be 
friendly with God (today), but 
that is only seeming—he is as 

near, as real, as available, and as 
ineffable today as ever he was in 
davs agone—JOSEPH FORT 
NEWTON. 


* 


her humble cottage was hidden back in 
the woods. As we noticed her with 
friendly eyes I almost shouted with de- 
light. A great conviction gripped me. 
Uncle Sam knows every one of his 145,- 
000,000 children! My imagination ran 
rife. Did this old lady have a son in 
Seattle or Mexico City? Was she wait- 
ing for some direct word from a loved 
one? Had Uncle Sam committed him- 
self to put a message into her trembling 
hand? Yes, I was sure he had. He 
knows us all by name. He keeps up 
with our changing addresses. He col- 
lects our taxes, and provides us with 
many benefits. And the most personal 
thing he does is to hand us day by day 
the messages of those we love. The 
Government can do it, but God can’t! 


God and Government 


Our trouble all over the world is just 
that. We have exalted Government to 
a superior place. For many persons the 
Government can do what God cannot 
do. Dictators preen themselves with 
this blasphemy, and they become gods 
to gullible people. The state becomes 
efficient, paternal, omniscient. Uncle 
Sam can deliver a letter to a sweet-faced 


old lady in a mountain wilderness, but 
poor God has no way of sending any 
messages to us! The real tragedy is 
that so many men and nations neither 
expect nor desire it. And even the 
church becomes cynical about it. In 
many groups religious leaders unwit- 
tingly belittle it. The great Christian 
family is largely unaware of it. For the 
multitude of pagans neither the law 
nor the prophets mean anything, and 
neither the words of Jesus nor the voice 
of the Holy Spirit. 

But many a nominal Christian has 
yielded to the temptation to put the 
efficiency of his government above the 
omnipotence of God. They hesitate to 
believe, as Abraham believed, that a 
Holy and Personal Presence will guide 
all their choices and prompt all their 
decisions. They cannot rise to the 
faith of the 103rd Psalm that “his 
angels, that excel in strength, that do 
his commandments, hearkening unto the 
voice of his word” are his ministers. 
They are unwilling to accept in the 
practical business of life the full word 
of Jesus that the Holy Spirit will be 
their guide. 

I have not yet made clear, and per- 
haps I cannot make clear, all that the 
simple old lady standing by her mail 
box on a lonely mountain road meant to 
me as I fought off the blighting doubt 
that our human family had become too 
large for God to know his children inti- 
mately any longer. 


Life Must Be Given to God 


When Paul said, “The law is our 
schoolmaster to bring us to Christ,” he 
meant that the law itself could never 
get us Home. Neither can the Ten 
Commandments nor the Sermon on the 
Mount do that. At best they can but 
lead us to the border of the eternal 
kingdom. Christianity is in its essence 
a personally conducted tour. It begins 
with a choice of a route, a willingness 
to obey the signs, the humility to re- 
pent of mistakes and sins, and the faith 
to accept a Savior, who alone among 
the sons of men, has kept the law and 
redeemed us from its unyielding penal- 
ties. No moral highway can help us be- 
yond a certain point. Finally, the soul 
must cast itself confidently upon the 
mercy of God. The way of the cross 
leads home. 

Good old No. 231 had served its pur- 
pose. It turned off into the deep 
ravines of West Virginia. But it had 
brought us in sight of the beloved hills 
of our homeland. The plan for the 
rest of our journey was plain as day. 
From the familiar Skyline Drive we 
watched the setting sun and felt the 
peace and beauty of the mystery of 
God. “He leadeth me, O blessed 
thought!” 

And now, all that I have said seems 
so childish, so simple, so almost un- 
necessary. But what is neither childish 
nor simple is the fact that deep in the 
heart of every one of us is the haunt- 
ing conviction that we, too, could live 
a guided life if we only would. 
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USA Body to Study Church’s 


Position on Public Issues 


Some Members Point to ‘‘Too Many Unofficial and 


Unwise Commitments’’ by Denomination’s Agencies 


Philadelphia (RNS)——There have 
been too many “unofficial and unwise 
commitments made on behalf of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A.,” 
some of its members believe. 

The General Council of the church, 
aware of what it termed “widespread 
criticism,’”” has named a committee of 
seven to study the problem, looking 
forward to a clarification of the position 
and policy of the church on public is- 
sues involving social and _ political 
theories. 

The committee has been instructed 
to confer with the Department of Social 
Education and Action of the Presby- 
terian Board of Christian Education. It 
is to report to the General Council at 
its meeting in Philadelphia next March. 
Recommendations from the Council will 
be directed to the General Assembly, 
which meets in Cincinnati next May. 


Summary of Essential Principles 


The Council also announced several 
other projects. 

Its Committee on Life and Goals was 
given the task of producing a pamph- 
let that will summarize essential prin- 
ciples of the Protestant religion and 
suggest procedures for the church to 
adopt in proclaiming these principles to 
the world. A number of manuscripts 
are to be drafted and submitted to the 
committee for consideration. 

To promote wider interest in the an- 
nual sessions of the General Assembly 
the Council will ask the denomination’s 
8,000 churches to set aside a “General 
Assembly Sunday,’’ and give note to the 
issues and actions expected to come be- 
fore the national legislative and de- 
liberative body. 

In this way, it is felt, the “broad 
efforts of the church in building na- 
tional righteousness and world brother- 
hood” can be carried more intimately to 
the local church. 

The Council announced a contribu- 
tion of $20,000 by the 
Church in the U. S. A. to the Protestant 
Radio Commission for 1950, contingent 
upon other denominations fulfilling 
their announced financial commitments 
to the commission. 


Westminster President’s Father 
Will Recsive Colgate Award 


Chicago (RNS)—William Webster 
Hall, New York City Presbyterian lay- 
man, will receive a Russell Colgate dis- 
tinguished service citation at a luncheon 
in New York on November 18, it was an- 
nounced here by the International Coun- 
cil of Religious Education. 

Mr. Hall, who was nominated for the 
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Presbyterian 


award by the Protestant Council of the 
City of New York, was a director of the 
World Council of Christian Education 
(formerly the World Sunday School As- 


sociation) for more than 30 years and 
since 1895 has been active in religious 
education in New York City. 


He is the father of Cameron R. Hall, 
executive secretary of the Department 
of the Church and Economic Life, Fed- 
eral Council of Churches, and William 
Webster Hall, Jr., president Westmin- 
ster College, Fulton, Mo. 


The award is made in honor of Rus- 
sell Colgate, who was president of the 
International Council of Religious Edu- 
cation for 16 years. 


Shift More Work to Nationals 


Physician Also Calls for More Research Leaders on Mission Field 


New York (RNS)—An appeal to the 
Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions 
to send to Asia physicians who will or- 
ganize and direct projects in preventive 
medicine and public health was made 
here by Dr. Paul §S. Rhoads of the 
Northwestern University Medical School, 
Chicago. 

Dr. Rhoads, a Presbyterian layman, 
spoke before a group of physicians and 
surgeons connected with the Board. He 
recently returned from a two-months’ 
tour of India, Syria-Lebanon and the 
Philippines. 

“The time has come,” he said, ‘‘to 
shift clinical work to an even greater 
degree to the hands of nationals now 
trained for the job. New workers sent 
out should be doctors of broad vision 
and research ability who can devote 
more of their time to research on the 
major causes of illness and to direct 


education of the people in sanitation, 
sex hygiene, nutrition and ways of pro- 
ducing more foods. 


“Maintenance of men and women with 
these interests and also the highest 
Christian service motives,” he added, 
‘“‘will do more good than large capital 
grants for building. 


“If such people do their work well— 
and if properly chosen they cannot fail 
—money for buildings and equipment 
will come from the communities in 
which they work. The greatest need is 
for consecrated man-power.” 


Dr. Rhodes cited the Ludhiana Col- 
lege in the Punjab, a medical center 
which has been doing outstanding work 
as the only medical school under Chris- 
tian auspices in northern India. Of 106 
medical students, 60 per cent are Chris- 
tians. 








INTO THE HOMES—Prior to the November Every Member Canvass, couples went 
into Presbyterian, USA, homes to inform their members of the overall work of 


their church. 


Here, Mr. and Mrs. H. C. Fledderjohn of the Southerland church, 


Indianapolis, explain a picture chart, ‘‘This Is Our Church at Work,” to Mr. and 
Mrs. Seth Williams and their sons.—RNS Photo. 
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EDITORIAL 





The Japanese University 


Our discussion from time to time of 
the International Christian University 
in Japan has indicated more than pass- 
ing interest in the possibilities which 
this enterprise may hold. To date, our 
Board of World Missions has taken no 
action on this far-reaching proposition. 

Meanwhile, every other recognized 
Protestant group in Japan has related 
itself to the university. Even Southern 
Baptists are represented on the board 
of trustees, though their officials at 
home have, according to their custom, 
taken no favorable action on the ques- 
tion. 

It would seem to us that the least 
our Board might do about this would 
be to invite one of the leaders of the 
movement in this country, a man like 
Dr. Diffendorfer, who is president of 
the Foundation, to come before it to 
tell of the progress of the university 
and to report on his last summer’s ob- 
servations in Japan Then the Board 
might well takeitsstand. We doubt, how- 
ever, ifthechurch atlarge will be entirely 
satisfied with any decision the Board 


8 


may make until it does get, as it did 
from Ambassador Stuart from China 
recently, first-hand information about 
this effort which holds such great possi- 
bilities. 

Meanwhile, outstanding Americans are 
taking the leadership in this movement. 
Former Ambassador Joseph Grew is 
heading the campaign which begins next 
Spring. Others like Admiral Halsey are 
taking prominent positions. General 
MacArthur is quoted in the most enthu- 
siastice terms with regard to such an 
enterprise. We would hate to see the 
institution come to fruition without our 
having a large and official part in it. 
in view of our assumed obligation for 
the evangelization of Japan. Many of 
our leading people are already person- 
ally supporting the ICU with high en- 
thusiasm; they will continue to do so. 
We could hope that we might be offi- 
cially related inside the movement so 
that our influence and support could 
count there as well. 

Anyway, we submit that our Board 
will hardly be satisfied to make a deci- 
sion one way or the other or to delay 
action on the matter without hearing 
in person from Dr. Diffendorfer or one 
whom he might designate. 


* 


T IS infinitely more important 
to stress what people of differ- 
ent opinions, creeds, and na- 

tionalities have in common than 
to emphasize how they differ. 
PAUL-HENRI SPAAK. 
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Was It a Success? 


What made the recent Convention for 
Men so great a success? Who can say? 
All of of us, however, can see some of 
the reasons for the satisfying outcome 
of this inspiring meeting. 

One thing to be credited is just plain 
hard work by many people. These be- 
hind-the-scenes plans have been in the 
making for many months. Tedious 
details have been anticipated. Many 
people all over the church have put in 
long, hard hours in order that the men 
would be there and that when they 
came they would find something really 
worthwhile. 

Then tnere was teamwork. Men 
shared the load and in doing it they 
inspired and encouraged each other. 

There was also a great ambition to 
get the best for our men. No pains 
were spared. Nothing was skipped. 
Just tell us who the best speakers are 
and we'll try to get them—this has 
heen the attitude of the convention lead- 
ers, and they made good. 

Now, however. none of us wants to 
bask in the shining light of a success- 
ful meeting. All of us want to see 
where we go from here, for unless we 
so forward, if we keep looking hack 


and talking about what was done, then 
we'd better have no more such meetings. 
If we can't get a lift from this experi- 
ence that will give us a driving urgency 
to get on with the job, if we don’t see 
new visions and press forward to realize 
them, then the whole thing was futile. 
If a man doesn’t dig in at his home 
hbase with a new and shining enthusi- 
asm, then the convention was a flop. 

The real test of the success of the 
Convention is being made now on a 
thousand fronts across the church. From 
that point of view, what do you think? 
Was the Convention a success? 


The Reorganization 





16. REALIGNMENT OF THE 
AGENCTES 


Before we begin the explanation of 
the respective boards, it may be well 
to have an overall look at what has been 
moved where and why. 

Among those unchanged, except that 
it is now a ‘‘Board,”’ is woman’s work. 
No responsibilities were added and none 
taken away. The only fundamental 
change in this work is in its method 
of financial support which we shall see 
as we come to it. 

The Board of Annuities and Relief 
is the remaining half of the old Execu- 
tive Committee of Christian Education 
and Ministerical Relief. This office in 
Louisville is now concerned with the 
minister from the time he becomes a 
minister until he dies, and then it is 
concerned with the minister’s depen- 
dents. Its responsibility for educational 
institutions and student work has been 
transferred to the Board of Education 
in Richmond. 

From the Board of Education (the 
old Religious Education and Publication 
Committee) has been removed: the 
Defense Service Council, Sunday School 
Extension, both to the new Board of 
Church Extension in Atlanta. 

The Board of World Missions, for- 
merly Foreign Missions in Nashville, has 
all its former responsibilities plus those 
of Overseas Relief or, better called, 
Inter-Church Aid. 

The fifth Board is that of Church 
Extension, in Atlanta. This Board is 
the successor to the old Home Missions 
Committee plus six other responsibiti- 
ties. Two of these, we have seen above, 
are Sunday School extension and the 
Defense Service Council, transferred 
from the Richmond Board of Educa- 
tion. The other four, each formerly a 
separate committee, now a Division of 
Chureh Extension, are: Evangelism. 
Radio, Negro Work all of these from 
Atlanta). Christian Relations (from 
Richmond); and that of Missions itself. 

Under this Board. the Division of 
Missions has five distinct responsibii- 
ties: Town and Country Work. Urban 
Work, Sunday School Extension, Susten- 
tation, and Defense Service Council. 

NEXT WEEK—THE BOARD OF AN 
NUITIES AND RELIEF. 
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ADAM AFTERWARDS 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





mind and heart, after he left 
Eden? 

What did he think of Eve? Did he 
continue to think of her as the great 
stumbling block to his life, the one who 
had spoiled his chance at success? Did 
he keep reproaching her all the years 
of his life? Did she die early and did 
he sit long in vain regret for the futile 
quarrels he had carried on with her? 
Did he come finally to believe that her 
judgment was after all better than his, 
did he yield to her in all moral ques- 
tions and fall into the habit of follow- 
ing her lead without dissent? 


What did he think of his great sin? 
Did he resolve to live it down? Was 
the rest of his life upright, a steady 
struggle toward the good? Did he 
make the most of the second-best that 
was left him? Was the sin of Eden 
the one deep scar on his soul, or was 
it cut across by so many other scars 
that in later days he could scarely re- 
member when he first began to sin? 


Wie HAPPENED to Adam, to his 


ID HE continually go over that sin 
in his mind? Was it one of those 
things of which he never spoke, or 

did he talk about it on all occasions? 


WE PRESBYTERIANS 





By Arthur V. Boand 





Did he tell the story over and over until 
he convinced himself that he was quite 
right and that anyone in his place 
would have acted just as he did? Did 
he keep on arguing to himself that it 
was Eve’s fault or even God’s fault? 

Did he ever think God was unjust? 
Did he grow a little vain of his early 
defiance of God, and did he poast to 
his sons that God was after all very 
easily managed? 

Was he so broken by that sin that 
he never held his head up again? Did 
he acknowledge himself for a failure 
and was his character slack forever af- 
ter? 


ID HE become so absorbed in the 
mere business of wresting a liv- 
ing from an unwilling soil that he 

had no more energy for moral prob- 
lems? Did the long years of drudgery 
erase the memory of Eden from his 
mind so that he could recall his sin 
only vaguely, as a tale that was told 
him of someone else? 

You should know. . .for Adam is 
Everyman. 

(NOTE: Requests are made occasion- 
ally for a repetition of some of Dr. 
Foreman’s contributions which have ap- 
peared in these columns. Here is one.) 


He Wins Men 


This sketch is written about a man, 
a deacon in the First Presbyterian 
Church of Tyler, Texas, who is the kind 
of man that every pastor would like to 
have to challenge the other members 
of his congregation and to help him in 
his task of gathering in those who have 
never confessed their faith in Christ or 
united with his church. 

Swanson Yarbrough is this man’s 
name. In addition to being the secretary 
of the men’s Bible class of the Tyler 
church. chairman of the committee on 
evangelism, president of the Men’s 
Council for Paris Presbytery, and secre- 
tary of the Men’s Council for the Synod 
of Texas, Deacon Yarbrough is one of 
those great soul-winners who is daily 
being used by the Holy Spirit to bring 
others into the Kingdom. 

When John F. Anderson, Jr., returned 
to his pulpit after a three weeks’ vaca- 
tion in August, 1948, he was amazed 
to find 19 men presenting themselves 
before the session to he received into 
the membership of the church, most of 
them upon profession of their faith in 
Christ. Swanson Yarbrough had se- 
cured the help of eleven other men, 
and this band of lay disciples had gone 
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out in the heat of an East Texas Au- 
gust, and secured decisions from 28 
men. Again, in January of this year, 
Mr. Anderson was gone for four weeks, 
returning to find that 42 persons had 
signed cards expressing their desire to 
unite with the church, 28 of whom ap- 
peared before the session the first Sun- 
day the pastor was back in his pulpit. 
This time it was Swanson Yarbrough 
and 8 other men, who had gathered in 
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the harvest. 

But what is the story back of this 
evangelistic zeal and this ability to in- 
spire others to go out in Christ’s name 
to challenge men to surrender their 
lives to him? As a lad of 12, Swanson 
had united with the Disciples’ Church. 
At the age of 15 he left the farm of 
his parents near Grapeland, Texas, and 
went to work for a railroad. When he 
married, the girl of his choice was Miss 
Jessie Henry, a Presbyterian, and their 
wedding ceremony was performed by 
Dr. Sam M. Tenney. Mr. Yarbrough 
then joined the Presbyterian Church. 
He and his wife have since been mem- 
bers of the Palestine, Texas church, the 
First Church of Houston; the Taylor 
church, the Beacon Hill Church of San 
Antonio, and the First Church of San 
Antonio. Now they are members of the 
Tyler church. 

It was during their membership in 
the Beacon Hill Church that I came 
to know “Cy’’ Yarbrough best, as he 
was then called. I came to appreciate 
the greatness of his faith and his deep 
consecration. Most of his years of mem- 
bership in our church were years of 
enforced inactivity because of ill-health. 
Time and time again I prayed with 
him, and joined in the circle of prayer 
with others who like himself were seek- 
ing the recovery of their health. All 
for whom we prayed did not gain back 
their health, but all gained a new spirit- 
ual insight and a greater faith because 
of the interest and friendship and pray- 
ers of their friend. 

It was as a member of the First 
Chureh of San Antonio that Swanson 
had his first experience in personal 
evangelism. The joy that was his in 
securing a decision from a grown man 
and seeing him profess his faith and 
be baptized has remained with him 
through the years. Now, soul-winning 
is his first love, and others in his home 
church, his presbytery and his synod 
are sitting at the feet of a retired rail- 
road man, who has fought successfully 
the battle for health, to learn the how 
of bringing their fellowmen into the 
Kingdom of Jesus Christ. 
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Okla. Fully Approves 


Reorganization Plan 


Oklahoma’s US Synod, meeting for 
popular meetings with the USA and US 
Syndos of Texas, at the Austin College 
celebration, elected Richard A. Harri- 
son, pastor at Broken Bow, as its mod- 


erator. 

Much of the synod’s time was given 
over to the Austin College features, 
chiefly the four addresses by George A. 
Buttrick on “Education and the Great 
Commandment.” 


Among the items of business, how- 
ever, was the prompt and complete adop- 
tion of the Assembly’s authorized re- 
organization with the synod conforming 
to the new plan in its own structure; 
inspiring evidence of the progress of 
the synod’s development of its camp and 
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conference site on Lake Texhoma (men 
of the synod are taking the lead in en- 
listing support for this enterprise and 
young people are undertaking to raise 
a $2,500 fund for it); heard Ebenezer 
Hotchkin report progress on the com- 
pilation of the history of the synod; ap- 
pointed Glenn Roe to continue as presi- 
dent of synod’s men until his successor 
is elected; learned that there are 11 
vacant churches among the synod’s 43. 

The synod, in its report on church ex- 
tension, faced the need to look at ‘‘the 
poor showing” the church is making, 
saying, “If Presbyterianism continues in 
its silent revolt against some cheap and 
grotesque forms of evangelism that are 
current today, and continues in its pride 
over the past history of Presbyterianism, 
it is inevitable that we shall witness our 
potential field captured by smaller re- 
ligious denominations. ... i* is impera- 
tive that the ministry and leadership of 
our church be awakened to the opportu- 
nity we confront today; hegin to re- 
study ard re-think the cases of our 
poor shewing; and take ste}'s at once to 
find an adequate remedy... .”’ 

The synod addressed a letter to the 
Synod of Texas concerning a plan of 
joint control and support of the Okla- 
homa Presbyterian College and the 
Goodland Indian Orphanage. Next year 
the synod will meet at Goodland, Sept. 
19, in connection with the centennial 
celebration of the orphanage. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


Chas. S. Ramsay, Lynnville, Tenn., 
has accepted calls to the Arlington and 
Mason, Tenn., churches effective Decem- 
ber 1. 

Wade P. Huie, Jr., Elberton, Ga., who 
has been studying in Scotland, has ac- 
cepted a call to the Vineville church, 

- Macon, Ga. 

Edgar L. Storey, Jr., from Earle, 
Ark., to Rayville, La., where he will 
serve the Alto, Archibald and Rayville 
churches. 

E. O. McKay, Gainesville, Fla., has 
accepted a call to the First church, Lees- 
burg, Fla., and has already assumed his 
new duties. 

Chester Edward Davis, North Charles- 
ton, S. C., has been called to the Third 
church, Greenville, §S. C. 
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J. C. Bridges, Kershaw, S. C., has 
resigned his pastorate on account of ill 
health. He will continue to make his 
home in Kershaw. 

John C. Johnson, Bishopville, S. C., 
became pastor of the Graham, Texas, 
church, November 1. 

William O. Rhoad from Lucknow, 
Ontario, to the Maryland Ave. church, 
2450 Maryland Ave., Baltimore 18, Md. 

D. R. Weiglein from Huttonsville, W. 
Va., to 2507 Washington Ave., St. 
Albans, W. Va. 


INJURY 

L. O. McCutchen, missionary to Korea 
for 44 years, was seriously injured in an 
automobile accident while returning 
from the Atlanta Men’s Convention to 
Johnston, S. C. The accident occurred 
near Washington, Ga., where he is now 
in the hospital with chest and back in- 
juries. Physicians hope for a complete 
recovery. Dr. McCutchen has been sup- 
plying the Johnston church. He plans 
to retire and live at Sumter, §. C., while 
continuing to do supply work as he is 
able. 


SPEAKERS 

W. A.» Alexander, First church, 
Shreveport, La., was the speaker for 
the annual Day of Rededication at 
Austin Seminary in Texas. 

David H. Ooblentz, Fincastle, Va., 
will be the Thanksgiving Day speaker 
at Hollins College, Va. 


INAUGURATION 

James Sprunt, Lookout Mountain, 
Tenn., represented Davidson College at 
the inaugural ceremonies of Vice- 
Chancellor Boylston Green at the Uni- 
versity of the South, Sewanee, Tenn. 


MARRIED 

Reuben T. Allen, Jr., and Kathleen 
E. Presley, both of LaFollette, Tenn., 
were married October 20. 

John M. Guthrie, Troy, Mo., and Lil- 
lian Buchanan, Canan, Ind., were mar- 
ried Sept. 25. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





Jeremiah, A Spokesman of God 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for November 27 


Jeremiah 1:9-10, 18-19; 22:1-3, 13-14; 37:15-17 


We begin this week. a series of lessons 
in the life and work of Jeremiah. He 
is frequently referred to as the ‘‘weep- 
ing prophet.” It is an unfortunate ex- 
pression. “To be one of the healthiest 
of men and to be thought morbid, to 
be one of the strongest and to be 
thought weak, to be one of the bravest 
and to be thought faint-hearted, to be 
a titan and to be thought a pygmy, has 
been his hard fortune.” ‘So far as 
we have data for judgment,” says Ball- 
antine, ‘Jeremiah was the healthiest, 
strongest, bravest, grandest man of the 
Old Testament.” 

We are introduced to this noble fig- 
ure in the opening paragraph of the 
book that bears his name. We dis- 
cover here that Jeremiah was the son 
of Hilkiah, a priest in Antathoth, which 
was a little town three or four miles 
north of Jerusalem, and that he began 
to prophesy during the reign of Josiah, 
in the 13th year of his reign. Accord- 
ing to the account in II Chronicles 34 
this was one year after Josiah had be- 
gun his great religious reforms, and five 
years before the discovery of the Law, 
which had been neglected now for many 
years. Jeremiah continued to proph- 
esy during the reigns of Jehoahaz, Jehoia- 
kim, Jehoiachin, and Zedekiah. This is one 
of the most important and interesting 
periods in Old Testament history. Josiah 
had strengthened the nation by his re- 
ligious reforms. His successors, how- 
ever, did not continue his policy. They 
allowed the nation to drift back into 
its old ways. 

Heedless of the prophet’s warning, 
Judah rushed blindly to her doom. 
Jehoahaz reigned three months and was 
carried into captivity by Egypt. Dur- 
ing the reign of Jehoaikim, Babylon 
carried a portion of the nation into cap- 
tivity. It carried a second group into 
captivity during the reign of Jehoiachin. 
Then, during the reign of Zedekiah, the 
same nation razed the foundations of 
Jerusalem and carried away the rest 
of the people. During the whole of this 
troubled and eventful period the one 
man able and willing to speak for God 
was Jeremiah. 

This week we look at Jeremiah’s call 
and two occasions when he stood be- 
fore kings to proclaim the message 
which God had given him. 


I. Jeremiah’s Call 


1. The Call, 1:4-5. It happened when 
Jeremiah was about 18 years old. Some- 
how there came to him the conviction, 
perhaps while he was praying or wor- 
shipping in his own room, or in the 
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‘divine commission. 


temple, or off in the woods, or at a 
young peoples’ conference or its equiva- 
lent, or while he watched the progress 
of Josiah’s reform, that God had a work 
for him to do, that he was to speak for 
Him to the people. As he thought back 
over his past life, his home, his train- 
ing, it seemed that God in ways un- 
known to him at the time, had been 
preparing him for this very work; that 
God had known him (the word means 
not simply acquaintance, but choice as 
a consequence of knowledge), and had 
sanctified, i. e., consecrated, or set him 
apart for his work before he was born. 

2. Jeremiah’s Hesitation, 1:6. The 
fact that Jeremiah felt that this was 
the work that he ought to do, that 
God would have him do, did not mean, 
however, that this was the work that 
Jeremiah wanted him to do. On the 
other hand he shrank back and tried to 
excuse himself by turning his thoughts 
to his immaturity, his lack of gifts. 
“Ah, Lord Jehovah! behold I know 
not how to speak; for I am a child.” 
It is plain from vss. 8 and 17 and from 
his subsequent career that Jeremiah was 
naturally a timid man; the idea of pro- 
claiming God’s word before the nation 
in the face of inevitable indifference or 
hostility filled him with dismay. 

3. The Divine Assurance, 7-8. Jere- 
miah was not able, however, in ‘this 
way to escape his responsibility. It 
was borne in upon him that he did 
not need to rely upon his own strength 
or upon his own wisdom. In doing 
70d’s work he could count upon God’s 


help. ‘Jehovah said unto me. . .I 
shall send thee. .I shall command 
thee. .-I shall deliver thee.’ This 


was true to whomsoever he should go, 
or, as the margin of the RV translates 
it, ‘‘on whatsoever errand” he should 
go. 

4. The Divine Commission, 9-10. The 
divine assurance was followed by the 
It seemed to the 
young lad that God put forth his hand 
and touched his mouth, symbolizing of 
course the communication of the divine 
word. We suppose that at this time 
there came to Jeremiah a clear under- 
standing of the general nature of the 
message that God would have him de- 
liver. It was a message that concerned 
not only Judah, but the surrounding 
nations, and especially Egypt and Baby- 
lon, the great powers struggling for 
world mastery and between whom 
Judah and her neighbors hung like 
juicy fruit to be plucked. It was to 
be a message announcing the divine 
judgment, resulting in the downfall of 


nations and of empires, but also a’ mes- 
sage that would build strong founda- 
tions for the future: ‘‘See, I have this 
day set thee over the nations and over 
the kingdoms, to pluck up and to break 
down and to destroy and to otherthrow, 
to build and to plant.” 

5. The Divine Confirmation, 11-16. 
To confirm this call there came to Jere- 
miah immediately thereafter or subse- 
quently two visions. They may have 
been mental images or more likely the 
actual physical objects were used of 
God to bring the truth to the prophet’s 
mind. (1) The vision of an almond 
tree. This was one of the first trees 
to blossom in the spring time. As Jere- 
miah looked out upon the other shrubs 
it seemed that nature was asleep or 
dead; but as he looked upon the al- 
mond twigs he knew that nature was 
alive and at work. So the truth broke 
in upon his mind. However much it 
may seem that God is asleep and that 
events are being shaped by men or by 
economic forces or by mechanical 
causes, the fact is that he is awake 
and at work in the world. ‘Then said 
Jehovah, thou hast well seen; for I 
watch over my word to perform it.” 

(2) The vision of the boiling caldron. 
Jeremiah saw a pot of water boiling 
over with its face from the north, and 
he realized that it was symbolic of the 
fact that God’s judgment upon the na- 
tion would come from the north, not 
from Egypt but from Babylon or the 
Scythians (Russian nomads). George 
Adam Smith well says: ‘Unrelated as 
these (two visions) seem, they symbol- 
ize together Jeremiah’s prophesyings 
throughout. For in fact this was all 
blossom and storm, beauty and terror, 
tender yearnings and thunders of doom, 
up to the very end. Or, to state the 
same more deeply, while the cauldron 
of the north never ceased boiling out 
over his world, consuming the peoples, 
his own among them, he never for him- 
self or for Israel lost the clear note of 
his first division that all was watchful 
and controlled.’’ God yet watches and 
rules all to the fulfillment of his will. 

6. The Divine Charge, 17-19. As we 
have seen, Jeremiah was a man of sen- 
sitive disposition, naturally timid. He 
realized that his message would be un- 
paltable. Nevertheless he must speak, 
not part, but all that God commanded 
him. God gave him to realize at the 
outset that his ministry would not be 
a popular one. He would be against 
the kings, the princes, the priests, the 
people; in other words, against the poli- 
tical, social and ecclesiastical leaders as 
well as the mass of the population. Yet 
he dare not falter. If he did God would 
punish him by stripping his cowardice 
naked to the scorn and malice of his 
enemies. On the other hand if he went 
forward he would be invincible, for ‘‘be- 
hold I have made thee this day a forti- 
fied city, an iron pillar, brazen walls,” 
figures which express in the strongest 
manner that which is impregnable and 
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cannot be overthrown. Jeremiah did 
not understand by this that he would 
never be called upon to suffer, or, if 
he did, he was soon disillusioned. For 
forty years he continued his ministry. 
No prophet in Israel before or after his 
time suffered more grievously. And yet 
no one can read the record that he him- 
self has left of those sufferings and 
fail to realize that the words of the 
Lord were fulfilled: ‘They shall fight 
against thee, but they shall not prevail 
against thee; for I am with thee, saith 
Jehovah, to deliver thee.” If one looked 
only at the outer life it might seem that 
God’s word had failed; if one reads 
the inner record one understands the 
significance of the divine promise. 

This chapter suggests many thoughts 
for our meditation. For example: God 
still calls men to difficult tasks. How? 
What are some of these tasks to which 
he calls men today? To what task is 
he calling us? Has God a plan for 
our lives as he had for that of Jere- 
miah? 

When God calls a man to a task he 
gives him strength to fulfill it. How 
can we secure that strength? Is it 
wrong to shrink from a task to which 
God calls us? Is it legitimate for us 
to decline such a task because we are 
afraid of it or because we feel that 
we are inadequate for it? Does God 
anywhere promise us that we shall not 
suffer, if we do his work? Just what 
do such promises as those recorded in 
vss. 18-19 mean to Jeremiah, to us? 

God still watches over his work to 
perform it. We are sometimes inclined 
to be discouraged as we think of the 
prospects of the church, or of the pros- 
pects for world peace, or as some great 
tragedy darkens our own life. How 
far is it legitimate for a Christian to 
yield to discouragement? 


II. Jeremiah’s Message 


1. To Jehoiakim, 22:1-3, 13-14. Our 
lesson this week includes bits of two 
messages which Jeremiah delivered to 
kings Jehoiakim and Zedekiah. 

Jehoiakim was a cruel, unprincipled 
ruler, who trampled the liberties of his 
people mercilessly under foot, and who 
did little to sustain the strong who ex- 
ploited the weak. 

Under these circumstances Jeremiah 
felt divinely impelled to proclaim that 
if injustice in the nation was not cor- 
rected the dynasty of David would come 
to an end. “Thus saith the Lord, Ex- 
ecute ye justice and righteousness, and 
deliver him that is robbed out of the 
hand of the oppressor: and lo no wrong, 
do no violence, to the sojourner (un- 
popular minorities in the land), the 
fatherless nor the widow (who were 
unable to protect themselves); neither 
shed innocent blood in this place.’”’ This 
is one of the primary purposes of gov- 
ernment. A government that carries 
out this function, Jeremiah goes on to 
say, will survive; a government that 
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fails to protect these fundamental liber- 
ties will eventually fall. 

So it happened in Jeremiah’s day and 
so it has often happened since. And 
there are times when Jeremiah’s mes- 
sage is needed in America. On January 
29, 1949 a correspondent of the New 
Republic wrote as follows: 


“Though it may be small consolation 
to the widow of the man who was mur- 
dered, the fight for a federal anti-lynch- 
ing bill will be helped by the travesty 
of justice that took place last week in 
Lyons, Georgia. There, two white men 
charged with the lynch-murder of a 
Negro were set free after a ‘trial’ which 
can only be described as a formality. 
We do not know and are not saying, 
that the defendants were guilty; but 
certainly no one can be satisfied with 
what happened in the courtroom ex- 
cept the most bigoted supporters of 
‘white supremacy.’ 

“The case involved the murder of 
Robert Mallard, a prosperous Negro, 
accused of no crime except that of being 
well-to-do and perhaps not properly 
subservient to his poor-white neighbors. 
Driving home with his wife one night 
he was halted by a gang of 20 men 
dressed in white robes. Mallard was 
shot and killed. 

“The local authorities clearly in- 
tended to do nothing about the murder. 
They were forced into action by the 
singlehanded publicity campaign of 
Ralph McGill, editor of the Atlanta Con- 
stitution, and two white men were fin- 
ally put on trial. One of them was 
acquitted by the jury after 26 minutes. 
The case against the other was then 
dropped. 

“The widow had positively identified 
the man, W. L. Howell, who was found 
not guilty. Two members of the jury, 
who had previously sworn to their 
impartiality, stepped down from the 
juror’s box and testified, without any 
supporting facts, that they would be- 
lieve Mrs. Mallard because of her ‘bad 
reputation’. For jurors to leave the 
box and testify in the course of a trial 
is legal in Georgia, and in many other 
places; but even in Georgia the use of 
such methods in a murder trial is al- 
most unprecedented. 

‘Howell, having been acquitted, can- 
not be tried on the same charge again. 
His companion, R. L. Clifton, might 
possibly be brought to trial in a fed- 
eral court. .But no trial would be 
anything but a mockery in Lyons. It 
is clear that the real defendant in last 
week’s affair was Robert Mallard. He 
was found guilty—guilty of being 
black.” 





WHAT THE PREACHER 
PREACHES—I would that our Pres- 
byterian laymen of this hour would 
have open hearts and open minds. 
We have persecuted the teaching 
elders of our church because they 
interpreted the Holy Writ in accord- 
ance with their convictions. In my 
judgment, it is their God-given right 
to proclaim the gospel as they believe 
it should be given.. - Yes, I may 
differ in points of view, but I want 
ever to be united in Christian spirit 
and fellowship with all who are a 
part of my great Presbyterian Chris- 
tian family.—H. ROE BARTLE, at 
the Atlanta Men’s Convention. 





I do not know what texts the minis. 
ters in Lyons preached from the fol- 
lowing Sunday. But they might well 
have taken their text from Jeremiah, 

Jehoakim was not concerned about 
securing justice for the minorities of 
his own day and time. The nation wag 
impoverished by the heavy tribute which 
it was required to pay to Egypt, but 
that did not check the king’s taste for 
luxury and ostentation. So a levy was 
made, and the people were forced to 
labor without remuneration to build a 
palace for the king, a palace built out 
of the most expensive materials, with 
a penthouse (the chambers referred to 
in vs. 13 were rooms built on the roof, 
cooler than the lower rooms since the 
air came in through the lattice). How 
different this was, Jeremiah goes on to 
point out, from the reign of his father, 
Josiah, who “judged the cause of the 
poor and needy (vs. 16). And so Jere- 
miah pronounced God’s judgment on 
Jehoiakim, and inferentially upon any 
man today who shares Jehoiakim’s atti- 
tude. 


2. To Zedekiah. The blow which 
Jeremiah had so clearly forseen fell 
upon Judah in the reign of Zedekiah. 
The armies of Babylon were advancing 
to the kill. The princes, i. e., the gang 
of courtiers who surrounded the king, 
were enraged at Jeremiah because he 
had so freely denounced their selfish- 
ness, their folly, and the tragedy what 
they were helping to bring upon the 
city and country. They trumped up a 
charge of treason against him and 
thrust him into a dungeon from which 
they intended that he would never 
emerge alive. 


Our last Scripture passage recounts 
how Zedekiah, who respected Jeremiah, 
but was too much of a coward to pro- 
tect him from the selfish men who sur- 
rounded him, brought him out secretly 
and asked him if he had any word 
from the Lord. It would have been 
easy for Jeremiah to have buoyed up 
his hopes, or to have returned an eva- 
sive answer, or merely to have remained 
silent. After all the king had the power 
to release him if he chose to do s0. 
But Jeremiah would not falsify his mes- 
sage even to save his life. He replied, 
“Thou shalt be delivered into the hand 
of the king of Babylon.” And may it 
be recorded to the king’s credit that he 
had him taken from the dungeon 
(though he still remained under guard) 
and kept alive, until finally the city 
fell and Zedekiah himself was blinded 
and carried a prisoner to Babylon. 


What should a minister do today, 
when he has a message which his con- 
gregation doesn’t want to hear? And 
what should a congregation do when its 
minister insists upon preaching on un- 
popular themes? When his profoundest 
convictions do not coincide with yours? 


(Title and Scripture selections copy- 
righted by International Council of Re- 
ligious Education.) 
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BOOK NOTES 


PEACE OF SOUL. By Fulton J. 
Sheen, Professor of Philosophy in the 
Catholic University of America. Whit- 
tlesey House, New York, 1949. 292 pp. 
$3.00. 





This book is by a _ distinguished 
Roman Catholic propagandist who af- 
firms there is no one he would rather 
please than the Virgin Mary, to whom 
(in Latin, of course) “in filial obedi- 
ence’ the volume is dedicated. Evi- 
dently intended as a priest’s answer to 
Rabbi Liebman’s ‘‘Peace of Mind,’”’ the 
treatment will satisfy Roman Catholics, 
as it has already the approval of the 
censor and of Archbishop Spellman. It 
will only partly satisfy Protestant Chris- 
tians. There are large positive values 
in it. In felicity and facility of illus- 
tration the professor may fairly be called 
the Peter Marshall of the Roman 
church. In contrasting the irreligious, 
behavioristic type of psychiatry with the 
Christian approach to mental and 
emotional life-problems, the author is 
superb. 

The Christian’s knowledge of a higher 
dimension of life than can be admitted 
by the purely ‘“‘naturalistic”’ scientist is 
set forth with persuasive clarity and 
assurance. Much, indeed most of the 
book, expresses the evangelical Christian 
convictions better than many Prot- 
estants could do. The chapter on the 
examination of conscience, for instance, 
is in the main searching and true, as 
are many statements and passages such 
as his affirmation of faith in Christ 
as the sin-bearer (42), his insistence on 
a change of heart in conversion, and 
his description of the converted life as 
a “transformation of the personality 
through the love of God in Christ” 
(232). 

Nevertheless, this is an uncompro- 
mising Romanist book. Sometimes the 
Roman view is swiftly slurred over, so 
that a reader untrained in theology 
would scarcely notice it; for example, 
the remarks on baptism (42), wor- 
ship (58), marriage (107), the church 
(282). 

At other times the Romanist stand- 
point is unmistakable. Chapter 7 is a 
defense of the Roman _ confessional, 
chapter 10 of the sacrament of penance. 
The church takes away sins (213), and 
is infallible (282-283). Our suffering 
can be offered to God in reparation for 
sin (277). Baptism is the ‘‘specific act 
by which a man dies to his lower 
nature” (263); the new birth ‘occurs 
in” that sacrament (265). SpecificaHy 
Protestant views are denied: Man is not 
intrinsically corrupt (38); Mary was 


free from original sin (40); that man 
is incapable of justification by works is 
a view of ‘errant theologians” (80); 
only free beings can sin (111); Christ 
instituted the sacrament of penance 
(124). The church member is assisted 
by ‘‘an airplane full of the merits of our 
Lord, of the Blessed Mary and of the 
Saints” (208). 

Other illustrations of the professor’s 
viewpoint could be multiplied. The 
theologically-minded Christian could 
read with greater profit Dean Sherrill’s 
“Guilt and Redemption”; and the gen- 
eral layman would be brought much 
nearer to Biblical truth and simple un- 
ecclesiastical Christian fact, by reading 
W. D. Chamberlain’s “The Meaning of 
Repentance,” or Norman Vincent 
Peale’s ‘‘Guide to Confident Living.” 

However, even a stout Protestant may 
be grateful for this presentation of the 
Roman view of man’s distress and his 
salvation. Protestants at times grow 
uneasy about Roman competition; this 
book should allay such fears. If this 
is the best that church has to offer, 
Protesant Christianity has nothing to 
fear from a fair comparison. 

KENNETH J. FOREMAN. 

Louisville, Ky. 
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The Wit and Wisdom of Schweitzer. 
Edited by Charles R. Joy. Beacon Press. 
$2.00. 

Cornerstones of Religious Freedom in 
America, Joseph L. Blau. Beacon Press. 
$3.00. 

How to Study and Use the Bible. Park 
Hays Miller. W. A. Wilde. $1.75. 

The Transformed Life. Robert S. Lutz. 
Good News Publishers. $1.50. 

Called—In Honor. Charles B, Tupper. 
The Bethany Press. $2.00. 
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AUGUSTA 
Military Academy 


Fort Defiance, Virginia 

One of America’s oldest and most dis- 
tinguished military schools, located in 
the heart of the beautiful Shenandoah 
Valley of Virginia. Prepares for all 
colleges, universities, and West Point 
and Annapolis. Grades 5-12. A War 
Department Honor R. O. =. 

Non-Denominational, but all Prot- 
estant cadets required to attend the 
Augusta Stone Church (Presbyterian), 
one of the nation’s oldest, each Sun- 
“i information and catalog, write 
Colonel Chas. 8. Roller, Jr., Principal. 
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Richmond—Phone 38-1806 610 E. Broad Street 


Open All Night 


Jews in Transition. Albert I. Gordon. 
University of Minnesota Press. $4.00. 

Trumpet Notes in Congo. Austin Paul. 
Africa Inland Mission. $1.50. 





CLASSIFIED 


siX CENTS per word and initial including 
a ‘aheame. Minimum: $2, cash with order. 
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FREE CATALOG of Used Religious Books 

mailed upon your request, Write today, 
Baker Book House, Dept. PO, Grand 
Rapids 6. Michigan. 
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SPY Distinctive, hand-carved ENG os 
pulpits, altars, lecterns, bap- [/ \ 
— fonts, tables, seats — 
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Beautiful altar sets and com- 
munion services. 
Stained glass memorial win- 
dows made to order. Hand- 
\ somely engrossed Books of 
Remembrance with repositor- 
\ ies, resolutions, rolls of honor. ‘Ve 
Send for our free catalog. = 


WHITTEMORE ASSOCIATES, INC. 


16 ASHBURTON PLACE, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 


BELHAVEN 
COLLEGE 


For Women 





Y 























Meets— 
The Demands of Parents 
The Needs of Students 
Maintains— 
Christian Atmosphere 
Well-rounded Educational Pro- 
gram 
Moderate Expense 
Write: 
G. T. Gillespie, President, 








Jackson, Mississippi. 
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*Any book in print 
may be secured by 
your book store. 
Supplies for church 
and Sunday school 
are handled by your 
book store. 

*Free catalogs upon 
request. 

*Profits go to the 
Religious Education 
program of the 
Church. 

*Order from Presby- 
terian Book Stores. 
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They 
Look 
to You 


—the 391 beneficiaries of Minis- 
terial Relief, of whom 271 are 


widows of ministers of our Church. 


Ministerial Relief is still an important part of the Church's obligation to her retired servants. 


December, as authorized by the General Assembly, is the one season of the year when the plaintive 
2 ia ° . ~ eae 7” — 7 ac 
plea of the old ministers and their dependents has the right of way. Surely every loyal Presbyterian 


will hear that plea and respond cheerfully and generously through the JOY GIFT. 


While the accompanying picture is not a photograph of one of our own 
widows, many of,these have come to retirement age broken in health and with 
most pressing needs. This goodly company comprises a large part of the 
obligation to be met by the Church through the JOY GIFT. 


Open your heart and your treasure that these needs may be met 


The JOY GIFT is the Heart of Ministerial Relief! 





Mail all contributions 


el Open your heart 


THE BOARD OF ANNUITIES AND RELIEF 


and your treasure 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE 


UNITEDSTATES 


that these needs 


410 Urban Building, 
Louisville 2, Kentucky 


Wade H. Boggs, Wm H. Hopper, may be met 


Executive Secretary Treasurer 
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